CAREER OPTIONS IN COMMERCE

1. CHARTERED ACCOUNTANCY (CA)

Overview

Chartered Accountancy is a professional course that prepares students to work in accounting,
auditing, taxation, finance, and consultancy. CAs play a crucial role in managing the

financial affairs of companies, advising on taxation, auditing accounts, and financial planning.
Eligibility

e Students who have completed 12th standard (preferably Commerce) can register
for CA Foundation.

e Graduates can also enter CA directly through the Intermediate route.
Course Structure / Exams
1. CA Foundation (Entry-level)
o Accounting
o Business Laws
o Business Economics
o Quantitative Aptitude
2. CA Intermediate
o Advanced Accounting
o Taxation
o Auditing and Assurance
o Corporate & Allied Laws
3. CA Final
o Strategic Financial Management
o Advanced Audit and Assurance
o Corporate Laws and Governance
o Elective subjects and Ethics
Duration

e Approximately 4-5 years, including articleship training (practical training under a
practicing CA).



Career Opportunities
e Auditor / Tax Consultant
o Finance Manager / Chief Financial Officer (CFO)
e Investment Banker

e Business Consultant / Entrepreneur

2. COMPANY SECRETARY (CS)

Overview

A Company Secretary ensures that companies comply with corporate governance, company
laws, and regulatory requirements. CS professionals act as advisors to the board of directors,
handling legal and secretarial matters.

Eligibility

e Students who have completed 12th standard from any stream can start CS
Foundation.

e Graduates can enroll directly for the Executive program.
Course Structure / Exams
1. CS Foundation
o Business Laws
o Business Economics
o Accounting
o Business Management
2. CS Executive
o Company Law
o Cost & Management Accounting
o Tax Laws
o Corporate Governance
3. CS Professional

o Advanced Corporate Laws



o Secretarial Audit
o Compliance & Ethics
Duration
e Approximately 3—4 years, depending on the student’s exam passing schedule.
Career Opportunities
o Company Secretary in corporate boards
e Corporate Governance Consultant
e Legal Compliance Officer

e Roles in Banking, Finance, and Consultancy

3. COST AND MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANCY (CMA)

1. Overview

Cost and Management Accountancy (CMA) is a professional course that focuses on cost
accounting, financial management, budgeting, and business strategy. CMAs help
organizations plan, control, and make decisions regarding costs and resources.

CMA professionals are experts in:
o Costing and cost control
o Financial planning and analysis
e Budgeting and performance evaluation

o Strategic business decision-making

2. Eligibility

e Students who have completed 12th standard (Commerce preferred) can register for
CMA Foundation.

e Graduates from any stream can also join the CMA course, usually entering directly
into Intermediate (CMA IPCC) or Final levels.

3. Course Structure / Exams

The CMA course is divided into three levels:



1. CMA Foundation (Entry-level)

Fundamentals of Economics and Management

Fundamentals of Accounting

Fundamentals of Laws and Ethics

Fundamentals of Business Mathematics and Statistics

2. CMA Intermediate (IPCC / Intermediate Professional)
o Financial Accounting
o Laws and Ethics
e Direct Taxation
e Cost Accounting
e Operations Management & Strategic Management
3. CMA Final
e Advanced Financial Management
o Strategic Cost Management and Performance Evaluation
e Corporate Laws & Compliance
o Business Strategy & Risk Management
e Decision Making & Control
4. Duration
o Typically 3—4 years, depending on exam passing schedule.

o Students also complete practical training / articleship of 15-36 months in finance,
accounting, or management roles.

5. Career Opportunities
Corporate Sector
o Cost Accountant / Management Accountant
o Financial Analyst / Budget Analyst
e Controller / Finance Manager
o Strategic Planner
Consulting & Advisory

e Cost Consultant / Business Analyst



o Tax Consultant

e Corporate Finance Advisor
Government & Public Sector

o Public sector accounting jobs (PSUs)

e Managerial roles in Government Finance Departments
Entrepreneurship

o Financial planning and consultancy for startups and SMEs

4. MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)
Overview
MBA is a postgraduate degree in management. It develops skills in leadership, business
strategy, and management. MBA graduates are prepared for managerial roles in corporate
and entrepreneurial ventures.
Eligibility

e Graduation in any discipline (Commerce preferred for finance/marketing).

o Entrance exams like CET, CAT, MAT, XAT, CMAT are usually required for

admission.
Specializations
¢ Finance

e Marketing

e Human Resource Management (HR)

e Operations Management

o International Business

e Information Technology / Systems
Course Duration

o Full-time: 2 years

o Executive / Part-time / Online MBA: 1-3 years depending on the program.



Career Opportunities
e Management Consultant
e Marketing / Sales Manager
o Finance Manager / Analyst
e Human Resource Manager
o Entrepreneur / Startup Founder

e Project Manager / Operations Head



