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The Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition stands as a unique national academic tradition rooted in
the values of ethical leadership, social responsibility, and Gandhian philosophy. Instituted under the aegis of Shiksha Mandal,
Wardha, this prestigious competition has, for the past five decades, provided a powerful platform for young minds from
universities across India to engage in critical thinking, articulate social concerns, and uphold the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi
and his contemporaries.

The year 2026 marks the Golden Jubilee, celebrating 50 glorious years of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National
Elocution Competition. What began as a modest initiative has evolved into a nationally respected intellectual forum,
nurturing generations of students who have gone on to become thinkers, leaders, administrators, academicians, and socially
conscious citizens.

Held annually on the birth anniversary of Late Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj, the competition is a tribute to his unwavering
commitment to Gandhian values, constructive work, and nation-building. Each year’s theme has reflected the changing
socio-economic, political, and moral challenges of India, while remaining anchored in timeless ethical principles.

Theme of the Golden Jubilee Year (2026)
Why Gandhi Lives On?
गांधी आज भी क्यों जीवित हैं?
The theme for the Golden Jubilee year invites participants to reflect on the enduring relevance of Mahatma Gandhi in a
rapidly changing world. It encourages deep introspection on how Gandhian thought continues to influence contemporary
society, governance, education, economics, and individual conduct.

As this book commemorates five decades of intellectual dialogue and youthful expression, it documents not merely a
chronological history but a living legacy of ideas, debates, and convictions that have shaped the conscience of generations.
This Golden Jubilee celebration is therefore not only a moment of remembrance, but also a reaffirmation of the competition’s
founding vision—to inspire young voices to speak with clarity, courage, and conscience.

A Golden Legacy of Eloquence: 50 Years of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition 
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Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition
50 Years of Youthful & Insightful Voices

Introduction
As we commemorate the Golden Jubilee of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial
National Elocution Competition, we celebrate not merely an event, but a
distinguished intellectual tradition that has shaped discourse, nurtured
leadership, and inspired generations of young thinkers. Spanning five
decades, this competition has established itself as one of the most enduring
and respected national platforms for the art of public speaking, critical inquiry,
and thoughtful engagement with issues of national and global relevance.

It was instituted in 1975 in honour of Late Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj—Architect
of the Bajaj group, President of Shiksha Mandal (1952-72), Eminent
Parliamentarian (1957-72), visionary philanthropist, and steadfast satyagrahi.

The competition reflects his resolute belief in the transformative power of
education and public dialogue. His commitment to nation-building, ethical
leadership, and social progress continues to resonate through this initiative,
which remains rooted in the Gandhian values upheld by Shiksha Mandal,
Wardha.
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The Competition, represents one of the most distinguished and enduring intellectual traditions nurtured within India’s
educational landscape. Conceived during a period of significant social, political, and economic transformation, the
competition emerged from the foresight of Shiksha Mandal, Wardha—an institution committed to promoting values-based
education and responsible citizenship.

From its inception, the objective was clear and purposeful: to cultivate articulate, informed, and socially responsible youth
who could think critically, communicate persuasively, and contribute meaningfully to national development. There always
is a pressing need for platforms that encouraged young minds to engage deeply with contemporary issues. This competition
answered that need by providing an avenue for students to articulate their views with courage, clarity, and conviction.
What began as a modest effort to encourage meaningful expression among students has evolved into a far-reaching
movement that spans states, universities, and cultures. Over the years, the competition has attracted participation from
distinguished academic institutions across India and Nepal, drawing students who bring with them diverse perspectives,
sharp intellect, and a sincere desire to contribute to societal conversations. The themes explored through these speeches—
ranging from sustainability and governance to ethics, education, and human development—mirror the changing challenges
of the nation. To sum, it has become a national intellectual tradition.

The competition’s growth has been qualitative. Its consistent emphasis on clarity of thought, depth of understanding, and
relevance of themes has strengthened its reputation as a forum where young speakers are encouraged not only to present
arguments but to engage in reflective, responsible dialogue. With each passing year, the competition has contributed to
enhancing students’ social awareness, communication skills, and awareness of civic duties, thereby preparing them for
leadership roles in a rapidly evolving world.
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For almost 40 years the event focussed on the ideas of Gandhiji and Vinobaji. Then the themes became broader, forward
looking, on pressing issues. But such is the power and foresight of Gandhi & Vinoba, that students would come to them to
deal with the theme. Evolution is necessary for survival and growth and it has been increasingly our endeavour to stay ahead
of the curve. For the students to reflect on emerging issues which the world would become alive to tomorrow.

In a world of increasing cynicism and self-absorption the event at Wardha, by exposing them to the legacy of the freedom
struggle and social movements of Wardha and the culture of Shiksha Mandal, makes them pause, even if for a moment, and
reflect on their view of the world. Many a times students tell us that their lives can be divided into before Wardha and after
Wardha.

The Golden Jubilee offers an occasion to acknowledge this extraordinary journey of fifty years—marked by dedication,
evolution, and collective effort. It is a moment to honour the thousands of students who have graced this stage; the mentors,
who nurtured their potential; and the judges, organizers, and volunteers whose commitment has ensured the competition’s
continuity and excellence.
As we step into the next era, the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition stands as a living testament
to the enduring power of ideas and the importance of informed dialogue. It continues to inspire voices that question, reflect,
and lead—voices that carry forward the spirit of thoughtful engagement envisioned five decades ago.
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Foundation & Legacy
Mahatma Gandhi: The Power of Truth, Dialogue, and Moral Courage
Mahatma Gandhi transformed political leadership by placing ethical conduct and moral persuasion at the centre of public
life, making it the basis for changing of attitudes and behaviour and transforming thought into community action. For
Gandhiji, freedom was not merely political independence, but the moral awakening of individuals and society.

Key Ideas of Gandhiji Relevant to the Elocution Tradition:
● Satya (Truth): Truth as the highest moral principle, to be pursued through thought,

speech, and action
● Ahimsa (Non-violence): Not passive resistance, but active moral courage
● Swaraj: Self-rule rooted in self-discipline and responsibility
● Sarvodaya: The welfare of all, especially the weakest sections of society
● Constructive Programme: Nation-building through education, village upliftment

and social reform

Gandhiji believed that speech carries responsibility—words must enlighten, unite, and
inspire reform rather than inflame or divide. His insistence on clarity of thought and
integrity of expression continues to guide the ethos of this national elocution platform.
Wardha, where Gandhiji established Sevagram Ashram, became a living laboratory of his ideas. It was here that several
national movements, discussion on post-independence policies, and constructive initiatives took shape—making Wardha
a fitting home for a competition dedicated to principled public expression.
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Acharya Vinoba Bhave: Dialogue, Compassion, and the Power of Persuasion
Acharya Vinoba Bhave, Gandhiji’s spiritual successor, expanded the Gandhian vision from political struggle to moral and
social transformation. A scholar, thinker, and saint, Vinobaji demonstrated how gentle persuasion and dialogue could bring
about lasting change.

Key Ideas of Acharya Vinoba Bhave:
● Bhoodan and Gramdan Movement: Voluntary land redistribution based on moral

appeal
● Sarvodaya through Dialogue: Change through empathy, discussion, and inner

conviction
● Spiritual Democracy: Equality rooted in human dignity, not force
● Education for Character: Learning that shapes values, not merely careers
● Self-reflection and Simplicity: Personal transformation as the basis of social

reform

Vinobaji’s journeys on foot across India, speaking directly to people in villages,
exemplified the transformative power of spoken words—calm, reasoned, and
compassionate. His approach reinforces the belief that true leadership speaks to conscience, not authority. Paramdham
Ashram at Pavnar, near Wardha, remains a living centre of Vinobaji’s thought and continues to inspire.
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Role of the Bajaj Family in Nation-Building
The legacy of the Bajaj family has been integral to India's journey of nation-building—from the freedom struggle to the
shaping of modern industry and philanthropy. Their contributions extend across manufacturing, social reform, education,
healthcare, and community development, reflecting a rare combination of entrepreneurial excellence and moral and social
responsibility.

By persuading Gandhiji to move to Wardha Jamnalal Bajajji transformed Wardha and his family. He was the backbone that
supported Sevagram Ashram and a host of other Gandhiji’s initiatives. Wardha became the fulcrum of the national
independence movement in the 1930s and 1940s. This sleepy district town became during this period the moral, intellectual
and political capital of the country.
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Jamnalal Bajaj’s exemplary life set the foundation for a value-centric corporate and social culture. His vision, grounded in
Gandhian ideals, was carried forward by Shri Kamalnayan Bajaj, who expanded the family’s industrial enterprises while
ensuring that business remained deeply connected to national priorities, self-reliance, consumer interest and employment
and wealth generation.

Instituting a national elocution competition in Kamalnayanji’s memory was a natural extension of this ethos. It signified
the Bajaj family’s enduring belief that empowering young voices—giving them the skills, confidence, and awareness to
engage with societal challenges—is fundamental to building a stronger nation.

Over the past five decades, the competition has become a testament to that belief. Thousands of students have participated,
developed leadership capabilities, broadened their perspectives, and embraced values of integrity and civic responsibility.
Many among them have gone on to become educators, civil servants, administrators, journalists, entrepreneurs, and
community leaders—continuing the larger legacy envisioned by the Bajaj family.
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Shiksha Mandal – A Heritage of Learning

A Legacy Rooted in National Service (Since 1914)
Shiksha Mandal, Wardha, founded in 1914 by the eminent trader, philanthropist, and freedom fighter Late Shri Jamnalal
Bajaj, occupies a distinguished place in India's educational and nation-building history. Established during a period marked
by intense social and political awakening, the institution was envisioned as a centre of learning that would align education
with national service, social consciousness, and moral integrity.

From its earliest days, Shiksha Mandal embraced an educational philosophy inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals—truth,
simplicity, self-reliance, and service to humanity. As one of Gandhiji’s closest associates, Jamnalalji imbued the institution
with his own deep commitment to constructive work and the nation’s upliftment. Education here was not merely about
academic instruction; it was about shaping individuals who would serve society with character, competence, and
compassion.

Over the decades, Shiksha Mandal has remained steadfast in this mission. It has evolved into a respected academic group
known for fostering intellectual growth, ethical leadership, and socially responsible citizenship. Generations of students
educated under its umbrella have contributed significantly to fields such as commerce, agriculture, technology,
management, rural development, and social work—upholding the institution's vision.

Milestones across the Decades
The journey of Shiksha Mandal has been marked by visionary initiatives and landmark achievements that reflect its
progressive outlook and deep-rooted commitment to national development:
1914: Establishment of Shiksha Mandal, laying the foundation for a holistic and socially relevant education system.
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1919: Established the Navbharat Vidyalaya, which is now the Bajaj Science College. Dr. Edward Arnayakam, a Columbia
trained Sri Lankan was its Principal in the 1930s. He later founded the Nayi Talim University at Sevagram, Wardha.

1937: Hosted India’s first National Education Conference in Wardha—an event chaired by Gandhiji, that brought together
leading educationists, policy thinkers, and national leaders, reinforcing the institution’s role in shaping the country’s
educational discourse.

1940-50: Under the leadership of Acharya Shriman Narayan, started Central India’s first Commerce Colleges which taught
in Hindi and Marathi medium, a pioneering step that expanded access to professional education.

1950s–1970s: Period of institutional expansion with new colleges and programs in Science, Rural Services, Agriculture,
and Management, responding to emerging national priorities.

2014: Celebration of Shiksha Mandal’s Centenary, graced by the Hon’ble President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee—an
acknowledgment of its enduring contribution to education and society.

2015: Recognition as the “Ideal Educational Institution” by Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, validating
its consistent commitment to academic excellence and ethical governance.

2017: Establishment of the Bajaj Institute of Technology (BIT), a state-of-the-art engineering institution symbolizing
Shiksha Mandal’s commitment to future-oriented, industry-aligned technical education.

Today, Shiksha Mandal administers eight colleges, each a leader in its field, collectively educating more than 10,000
students annually. With every passing decade, the institution has embraced innovation while staying anchored to its
founding values, making it one of the region’s most respected educational groups.
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A Gallery of Timeless Moments
• Historic Campuses: A visual narrative of the evolution of Shiksha Mandal’s academic spaces—from early classrooms

and hostels to modern learning environments—capturing the institution’s growth across generations.

Govindram Seksaria College of Commerce, Wardha- Since 1940
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Govindram Seksaria College of Commerce & Economics, Nagpur – Since 1945
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Shrikrishnadas Jajoo Grameen Seva Mahavidyalaya, Wardha - 1961
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Agricultural Science Course, Rural Institute, Wardha - 1961



16 KBMNEC: 50 Years of Youthful & Insightful Voices

Bajaj College of Science, Wardha - 1962
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Acharya Shrimannarayan Polytechnic, Wardha - 1963
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Bajaj College of Agriculture, Wardha - 2003
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Bajaj Institute of Technology (BIT), Wardha - 2017
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Visits by National Leaders: Rare and valuable archival images featuring Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Lal Bahadur Shastri, Acharya Vinoba Bhave, and other stalwarts who visited the institution and engaged
with its community.
Photos of National Leaders' Visit to Shiksha Mandal:

Mahatma Gandhi presided over the 1st National
Educational Conference organized on the occasion of
Silver Jubilee of Shiksha Mandal,Wardha

Gandhiji with Jamnalal Bajaj All India Educational Conference, Wardha



21 KBMNEC: 50 Years of Youthful & Insightful Voices

Renowned Scientist from Bengal, Acharya
Prafulchandra Roy presided over Silver Jubilee

Celebration of Shiksha Mandal, Wardha Lohpurush Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Inaugurated G. S. College of Commerce,

Wardha Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
inaugurated Gandhi Gyan Mandir, Wardha
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The then Home Minister Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Loknayak Jaiprakash Narayan In Shiksha Mandal Premises
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The
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The then Vice-President of India Dr. Zakir Hussain
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The then President of India Dr. S. Radhakrishnan during Golden Jubilee Year of Shiksha Mandal
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Frontier Gandhi Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan Laying Foundation Stone for
Geetai Mandir

Geetai Mandir – ESTB. 1980
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Then President of India Shri V.V. Giri during Diamond Jubilee Year of Shiksha Mandal.
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Renowned Freedom Fighter Shri Achyutrao Patwardhan Inaugurating Platinum Jubilee Celebration of Shiksha Mandal
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The then Vice President of India Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma
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Hon. Ex-President of India Shri. Pranab Mukherjee, Minister of Road Transport and Highways of India,
Shri. Nitin Gadkari and Chief Minister of Maharashtra Shri. Devendra Fadnavis during the Centenary Celebration

of Shiksha Mandal



31 KBMNEC: 50 Years of Youthful & Insightful Voices

Best Institute Award by the Rashtrasant Tukdoji Maharaj Nagpur University, Nagpur
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Shiksha Mandal received ‘Best Educational Institution Award’ at the hands of Renowned Economist, Dr.
Bhalchandra Munagekar
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The Elocution Competition – Journey of 50 Years

A Legacy of Expression and Thought Leadership
The Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition, instituted in 1975, has grown into one of India’s longest-
running and most respected intellectual forums for students. Conceived to encourage articulate, value-driven, and socially
conscious youth, the competition emerged from Shiksha Mandal's deep commitment to education rooted in Gandhian
philosophy and constructive citizenship.

Over five decades, the competition has become a symbol of disciplined thought, eloquence, and national engagement. What
began as a modest initiative inspired by the ideals of truth, non-violence, and public service has now become an enduring
national tradition—where young voices from across the country gather to express ideas that shape public consciousness.

From a Local Initiative to a National Stage
In its formative years, the elocution competition primarily witnessed participation from colleges in Wardha and the larger
Vidarbha region. The clarity of its vision, coupled with the intellectual integrity with which it was conducted, led to steady
expansion. By the early 1980s, institutions from neighbouring states began participating, gradually transforming the event
into a significant regional platform.

By the 1990s, the competition had evolved into a truly national event, attracting entries from universities across the breadth
of India—covering metropolitan, rural, and remote regions alike. Students from diverse linguistic, cultural, and intellectual
backgrounds converged in Wardha, reinforcing the competition’s ethos of unity in thought and diversity in expression.
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The Legacy Lounge

Year: 1992
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Year: 1995
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Year: 1996
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Year: 2003
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Today, institutions from North, South, East, West, and the Northeast participate regularly, making the competition a vibrant
panorama of India’s intellectual youth. Many foreign students pursuing education in India have also been part of this
journey, enriching the platform with global perspectives. This transformation from a local initiative to a national movement
reflects the timeless relevance of Gandhiji’s teachings and the Bajaj family’s unwavering commitment to nurturing
informed and responsible public dialogue.

Integration of the Quiz on Gandhiji and Vinoba Bhave

Recognising that true public expression must be anchored in knowledge and reflection, Shiksha Mandal introduced the
Quiz on Gandhiji and Acharya Vinoba Bhave as a complementary segment of the competition. This addition deepened the
academic and philosophical richness of the event.

Students were encouraged to engage with seminal texts, understand Gandhian experiments in constructive work, and
explore Vinoba Bhave’s transformative initiatives such as Sarvodaya, Bhoodan, Gramdan, and the world peace mission.

The quiz soon emerged as a distinctive component, appreciated for its rigor, educational value, and its ability to ignite
curiosity about India’s socio-moral heritage. It ensured that participants not only spoke eloquently but also thought
critically, researched thoroughly, and internalised the values that guided India’s freedom movement and nation-building
journey.
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Wardha Experience
• Heritage tours, including visits to:

Sevagram Ashram
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Paramdham Ashram (Pavnar)
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Magan Sangrahalaya

These experiences transform the competition from a mere academic event into a holistic, reflective, and deeply impactful
journey. Participants carry with them not only memories but also renewed commitment to ethical leadership and nation-
building.
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A Five-Decade Chronicle of Ideas, Voices, and National Spirit

The fifty-year journey of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition is, in essence, a chronicle of
India’s youth engaging with the challenges and aspirations of their time. Thousands of students have taken this stage to
voice their understanding of social justice, peace, national development, global concerns, and moral responsibility.

Many past participants have gone on to distinguished careers in public service, academia, journalism, law, entrepreneurship,
and social work—carrying forward the values they articulated on this stage. The competition has thus contributed
significantly to shaping voices that influence institutions, policies, and communities across the nation.

As the competition completes its Golden Jubilee, it stands not merely as a legacy event but as a testament to the enduring
power of ideas, the strength of informed speech, and the faith that Shiksha Mandal places in the younger generation.

Glimpses from the next page…
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The Voices That Shaped the Stage – Participants’ Section

Notable Alumni Speakers
Over the past five decades, the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition has been shaped, enriched,
and elevated by the thousands of young orators who have stepped onto its stage. Each participant—whether a finalist, a
winner, or a first-time entrant—has contributed to the intellectual vibrancy and national relevance that define this
competition. Their spirited engagement, informed perspectives, and commitment to meaningful discourse have helped
transform the event into a distinguished national platform for expression.

While the competition has seen exceptional performances year after year, it is the journey of its alumni that truly reflects its
long-standing impact. Many former participants have gone on to excel in diverse domains, including academia, public
service, law, entrepreneurship, media, and social development. Their continued contributions to society demonstrate how
early exposure to structured public speaking and analytical thinking can influence lifelong leadership capabilities.

Across generations, these alumni have carried forward the values championed by this competition—clarity of thought,
intellectual integrity, empathy, and civic responsibility. Their achievements stand as a testament to the transformative power
of elocution as a discipline and the enduring legacy of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition.

As we celebrate the Golden Jubilee Year, this section honours the voices that once echoed through our halls and have since
resonated across the country in their respective fields. Their journeys continue to inspire the next generation of speakers
and reaffirm the purpose with which this competition was initiated fifty years ago: to nurture articulate, aware, and
responsible citizens.
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Alumni Who Defined the Stage: A Record of Notable Performances
Sr.
No. Year Medium of Speech Name of Participant Name of Institute / University

1
1975-76

Not Available Mr. John DeMello Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS),
Mumbai, Maharashtra

2 Not Available Mr. S. James University of Madras (formerly Madras
University), Chennai, Tamil Nadu

3 Not Available Mr. Vinod Dhavan Kumaun University, Nainital, Uttarakhand
4

1976-77
Not Available Ms. Dipa Tiwari Not Available

5 Not Available Mr. K. Rajaram Not Available
6 Not Available Ms. Jyoti Upadhyay Not Available
7

1977-78

Not Available Mr. R. Vijaykumar Osmania University, Hyderabad, Telangana
8 Not Available Mr. Dipak Desai University of Calcutta (formerly Kolkata

University), Kolkata, West Bengal
9 Not Available Mr. G. G. Thomson University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram,

Kerala
10

1978-79
Not Available Ms. Jayashri L. Aacharya Not Available

11 Not Available Ms. Chetna S. Ruiya Not Available
12 Not Available Ms. Gayatri Bizbaroh Not Available
13

1979-80

Not Available Ms. Sunita Ritkul SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai
14 Not Available Ms. Rozi Sharma Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (formerly

Agra University), Agra
15 Not Available Ms. Varada Yewalekar Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya (formerly Indore

University), Indore
16

1980-81

Not Available Ms. Shobhna Shukla Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya (formerly Indore
University), Indore

17 Not Available Ms. Archirta Mehta Gujarat University, Ahmedabad

18 Not Available Mr. Hemant Salpekar
Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur
University (formerly Nagpur University),
Nagpur

19
1981-82

Not Available Mr. Sanjay Chaturvedi Panjab University, Chandigarh
20 Not Available Ms. Archana Burde Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar,

Gujarat
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21 Not Available Ms. Shobhna Shukla Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya (formerly Indore
University), Indore

22

1982-83

Not Available Mr. Abhinay Prasad Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (formerly
Agra University), Agra

23 Not Available Mr. Satish V. Yadav Savitribai Phule Pune University (formerly
University of Pune), Pune

24 Not Available Mr. Manoj Salpekar Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth,
Akola

25

1983-84

Hindi Mr. Mangal Mishra Not Available
26 Hindi Mr. Bhupendra Singh Chauhan Not Available
27 Hindi Mr. Vipin Bihari Sharma Not Available
28 English Ms. Rashvini Kasturi Not Available
29 English Mr. V. R. Agnihotri Not Available
30 English Mr. Shrihari Mandavgane Not Available
31

1984-85

Hindi Mr. Ram Subak Singh University of Allahabad, Prayagraj (formerly
Allahabad)

32 Hindi Ms. Savita Kakani SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai
33 Hindi Ms. Rupa Rao Karnataka University, Dharwad
34 English Mr. Sunil Lakshman Balaji University of Mumbai (formerly Bombay

University), Mumbai
35 English Mr. Tripuri Sharan Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
36 English Ms. Sujata Chandrashekhar Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS),

Mumbai
37

1985-86

Hindi Ms. Vanya Mehta Allahabad University, Allahabad
38 Hindi Mr. S. H. Ganatra Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
39 Hindi Mr. Keshav Narayan Pathak Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
40 English Mr. Gaurang Sanghvi Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
41 English Ms. Asharani University of Mysore, Mysore
42 English Ms. Suparna Chakravarti Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar
43

1986-87
Hindi Mr. Vinay Shrivastava Jiwaji University, Gwalior

44 Hindi Mr. Umesh Sharma Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
45 Hindi Ms. Kanchan Jain University of Delhi, New Delhi
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46 English Mr. Gaurang Sanghvi Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
47 English Mr. Neeraj Sharma G. B. Pant University of Agriculture and

Technology, Pantnagar
48 English Ms. Gauri Vyankatraman SNDT Women's University, Mumbai
49

1987-88

Hindi Mr. Pramod Mishra Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur
University (RTMNU), Nagpur

50 Hindi Mr. Umesh Sharma Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
51 Hindi Ms. Kanchan Jain University of Delhi, New Delhi
52 English Mr. Gaurang Sanghvi Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
53 English Ms. Thran John T. SNDT Women's University, Mumbai
54 English Mr. Thiru John Sam Bevu Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,

Coimbatore
55

1988-89

Hindi Ms. Abha Shukla Rani Durgavati Vishwavidyalaya, Jabalpur
56 Hindi Mr. Rajesh Sahani Patna University, Patna
57 Hindi Mr. Dayashankar Tiwari Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
58 English Mr. Gaurang Sanghvi Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
59 English Ms. Sushma Kanitkar Shivaji University, Kolhapur
60 English Mr. Sunil Bansal Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
61

1989-90

Hindi Ms. Vidyalata Singhvi University of Mumbai, Mumbai
62 Hindi Mr. Khalil Mohammad Khan Jiwaji University, Gwalior
63 Hindi Mr. Rajesh Joshi Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
64 English Mr. Mir Makbul Armankhan Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat
65 English Ms. Indira Priyadarshini Sambalpur University, Sambalpur
66 English Ms. Shubhangi Sashalkar Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada

University, Aurangabad
67

1990-91

Hindi Ms. Kanchan Jain University of Delhi, New Delhi
68 Hindi Mr. Shaktikumar Pathak Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
69 Hindi Mr. Nisar Mohammad Rahi Jai Narain Vyas University (formerly Jodhpur

University), Jodhpur
70 English Ms. Christina George Izar Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam
71 English Ms. Indira Priyadarshini Sambalpur University, Sambalpur
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72 English Mr. K. M. Dhananjay University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru
73

1991-92

Hindi Ms. Kumari Nishi Kothari Jai Narain Vyas University (formerly Jodhpur
University), Jodhpur

74 Hindi Ms. Vandana Sharma SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai
75 Hindi Mr. Kshamashankar Tiwari Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
76 English Ms. Maharukh Karanjiya Veer Narmad South Gujarat University, Surat
77 English Mr. Mrutunjay Mishra The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda,

Vadodara

78 English Mr. Pravin Kumar
Dr. Hari Singh Gour University (formerly
Burhanpur University), Sagar (Corrected: No
recognized “Burhanpur University”)

79

1992-93

Hindi Ms. Anshu Bhadauriya Jiwaji University, Gwalior
80 Hindi Ms. Savita Misra Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
81 Hindi Mr. Amar Prakash Sawant Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur
82 English Mr. I. S. Krushna University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad
83 English Ms. Gita Paudwal Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
84 English Ms. Rashima Narang Birla Institute of Technology and Science

(BITS), Pilani
85

1993-94

Hindi Mr. Amar Prakash Sawant Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur
86 Hindi Mr. Bharat Khujlani Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
87 Hindi Ms. Gita Rajput Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
88 English Ms. Shalina Kakriya Kakatiya University, Warangal
89 English Mr. Sumit Sharma University of Jammu, Jammu Tawi
90 English Ms. Rashima Narang Birla Institute of Technology and Science

(BITS), Pilani
91

1994-95

Hindi Mr. Vikas Divyakirti University of Delhi, New Delhi
92 Hindi Ms. Tanuja Pant Awadhesh Pratap Singh University, Rewa
93 Hindi Mr. Kshamashankar Tiwari Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
94 English Mr. K. S. Gopinath University of Mysore, Mysore
95 English Mr. Pranav Mukherjee Jai Narain Vyas University (formerly Jodhpur
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University), Jodhpur
96 English Ms. Shashivandana Reddy Osmania University, Hyderabad
97

1995-96

Hindi Mr. Dipak Pawar University of Mumbai, Mumbai
98 Hindi Mr. K. S. Tiwari Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
99 Hindi Mr. Anand Somani Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
100 English Ms. Minu Mittal Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
101 English Mr. Achintya Mangla Sardar Patel University, Vallabh Vidyanagar
102 English Ms. Turga Uday University of Delhi, New Delhi
103

1996-97

Hindi Ms. Nidhi Sharma Jiwaji University, Gwalior
104 Hindi Ms. Usha Rani Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
105 Hindi Ms. Vandana Thanvi Pt. Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur
106 English Ms. Suhasini Sakhre Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University (RTMNU), Nagpur
107 English Ms. Prabodhita Pande Kumaun University, Nainital
108 English Mr. Vinod R. Rao Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam
109

1997-98

Hindi Mr. Bharat Khujlani Indian Institute of Science (corrected),
Bengaluru

110 Hindi Ms. Mamta Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
111 Hindi Mr. Anurag Awasthi Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
112 English Ms. Nabisa Tasneem Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai
113 English Ms. Rasika Suri North Maharashtra University (now

KBCNMU), Jalgaon
114 English Ms. S. S. Aroskar Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri
115

1998-99

Hindi Mr. Nimesh Dubey Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
116 Hindi Mr. Prasad Pandkar Bharati Vidyapeeth, Pune
117 Hindi Mr. Vivek Upadhyay Rohilkhand University, Bareilly
118 English Ms. Shahnaz Habib Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam
119 English Ms. Mansi Mahapatra Berhampur University, Odisha
120 English Ms. Kavita Kumari Acharya N. G. Ranga Agricultural University,

Hyderabad
121 1999-2000 Hindi Ms. Mansuri Firdosh Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
122 Hindi Mr. Manoj Kumar University of Roorkee (now IIT Roorkee),



55 KBMNEC: 50 Years of Youthful & Insightful Voices

Roorkee
123 Hindi Mr. Ashutosh Patil North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon
124 Hindi Ms. Pooja Chaturvedi Vikram University, Ujjain
125 English Ms. Roshan Jacob University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
126 English Mr. Pankaj Bhalla Osmania University, Hyderabad
127

2000-01

Hindi Mr. Prasad Pandkar Bharati Vidyapeeth, Pune
128 Hindi Ms. Shaha Margi A. North Gujarat University, Patan
129 Hindi Mr. Rohit Sardana Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
130 English Ms. Rupa Hingorani Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
131 English Mr. Haveli Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri
132 English Ms. Kavita Bhagat Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University, Nagpur
133

2001-02

Hindi Ms. Renu Solanke Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
134 Hindi Ms. Ekta Fatavani Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
135 Hindi Mr. Rajiv Singh Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University, Nagpur
136 English Mr. Altaf Nasir Khoja Rajiv Gandhi University, Bengaluru
137 English Mr. Rohit Kumar University of Roorkee (now IIT Roorkee),

Roorkee
138

2002-03

Hindi Mr. Dadasaheb Munde Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada
University, Aurangabad

139 Hindi Mr. Shailendraprasad Sharma University of Lucknow, Lucknow
140 Hindi Mr. Manish Mishra Gorakhpur University (now DDU Gorakhpur

University), Gorakhpur
141 Hindi Ms. Swati Chitalkar Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri
142 English Mr. Waliyar Rehman Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh
143 English Ms. Anju Merry University of Madras, Chennai
144

2003-04

English Mr. Vinaya Deshpande University of Pune Ganeshkhind, Pune
145 English Mr. Alice Cherian Karnataka University ,Department of Gandhian

Studies, Dharwad
146 English
147 Hindi Mr. Vikas Chanchal Dayalbagh Educational Institute, Agra
148 Hindi Ms. Shweta Tripathi Mahatma Gandhi Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha
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149 Hindi Mr. Vivek Shukla Gorakhpur Vishwavidyalaya, Gorakhpur
150 Hindi Ms. Shefali Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
151 Hindi
152 Hindi
153

2004-05

Hindi Mr. Manojkumar Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak
154 Hindi Ms. Avani Pancholi Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
155 Hindi Mr. Prashant Wadnere Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri
156 Hindi Mr. Mahesh Dhandekar Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University, Nagpur
157 English Ms. Kashyapi Awasthi The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda,

Vadodara
158 English Mr. Robin Thomas Cochin University of Science and Technology,

Kochi
159

2005-06

Hindi Mr. Balbir Singh Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
160 Hindi Mr. Shambhu Joshi Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi

Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha
161 Hindi Mr. Padmanath Parashar Jiwaji University, Gwalior
162 English Mr. Bhalish C. M. University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram
163 English Mr. Ismail Hamal University of Jammu, Jammu
164

2006-07

Hindi Ms. Sarita Malik Maharshi Dayanand University, Rohtak
165 Hindi Mr. Tekchand Sonawane North Maharashtra University, Jalgaon
166 Hindi Ms. Sarika Bhide Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
167 English Mr. Mohammad Abbasi Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh
168 English Mr. Gaurav Kaushik Jawaharlal Nehru Agriculture University,

Jabalpur
169 English Ms. Tasnim Fatima Andhra University, Visakhapatnam
170

2007-08

English Ms. Maria Salman Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh UP
171 English Mr. Niveda Ramkumar Modern College , Pune 411 007 University of

Pune Ganesh Khind Pune 411 007
172 English Mr. Nupur Kaudan Dalbagh Educational Institute Deemed

University Dayalbagh Agra-282005
173 Hindi Mr. Vishamber Nath Tiwari Govt.Arts and Commerce College IndoreDevi

Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya Indore (Nalanda
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Parisar)
174 Hindi Mr. Hitesh Biharani Dhanwate National College Nagpur R.T.M.

Nagpur University Nagpur
175 Hindi Mr. Jalpabahan Yogeshkumar Borisaniya College of Education Gujarat

Vidyapeeth Ahmedabad 380014
176 Hindi
177 Hindi
178

2008-09

English Mr. P.Murlidhar Sharma Bhubneshwar
179 English Ms. Gaurivi Lawar Mumbai
180 English Ms. Hiral Joshi Bhavnagar
181 Hindi Mr. Ram Prakash Sharma Not Available
182 Hindi Mr. Hitesh Biharani Not Available
183 Hindi Mr. Ganapati T.P. Not Available
184

2009-10

English Mr. Deol Pathak Rashtrsant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur
University , Nagpur

185 English Ms. Vishakha Vartak Bruham Maharashtra Commerce College, Pune
186 English Ms. Kritika Soni Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra
187 Hindi Mr. Praveenkumar Chauhan Gujarat Vidyapeeth, Ahmedabad
188 Hindi Mr. Kuwarpratap Gupta Dindayal Upadhaya Gorakhpur

Vishwavidyalaya, Gorakhpu
189 Hindi Mr. Rahulkumar Banaras Hindu University, Varanashi
190

2010-11

English Ms. Tanaya Nayak Utkal University, Vanivihar, Bhubaneshwar,
Orisa

191 English Mr.Varun Kumar Maulana Mazharulhaque Arabic and Persian
university, Patna

192 English Ms. Kritika Soni Arya P.G. College of Panipat Kurukshetra,
University, Kurukshetra

193 Hindi Mr. Padmakar Dwivedi Jamia Millia Islamia Vishwavidyalaya, New
Delhi

194 Hindi Mr. Vivek Vishal Banaras Hindu Vishwavidyalaya,Varanashi
195 Hindi Ms. Sadaf Ishtyaque Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar Vishvavidyalaya, Agra
196 2011-12 English Ms. Tarini Mishra Utkal University, Vanivihar, Bhubaneshwar,

Orisa
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197 English Ms. Sweta H. Mishra G.S.College of Commerce & Economics,
Nagpur

198 English Mr.Anurag Kundu National Institute of Technology,Kurukshetra
199 Hindi Mr.Pranav Chibbar Dr.B.R.Ambedkar University Agra
200 Hindi Shri Ratnakar Shirsat Mahatma Gandhi International Hindi Univrsity ,

Wardha
201 Hindi Mr. Jainendra Kumar Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi
202

2012-13

English Mr. Harpreet Singh Hora Lovely Professional University, Punjab
203 English Ms. Shovana Mishra Utkal University, Vanivihar, Bhubaneshwar,

Orisa
204 English Mr. Anshul Gupta Department of Student Welfare, University of

Jammu, Jammu (J&K)
205 Hindi Mr. Pawankumar Tiwari Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit

Vidyapeeth, New Delhi
206 Hindi Mr. Ravi R. Shukla Rashtrsant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University , Nagpur
207 Hindi Shri Bhimkirti M. Barse Sant Gadgebaba Amravati University, Amravati
208

2013-14

English Mr. Swaraj Kumar Baral Utkal University, Vanivihar, Bhubaneshwar,
Orisa

209 English Mr. Abhinandan Singh University of Jammu, Jammu
210 English Ms. Kiran Sahu Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya,

Bilaspur(Chhattisgarh)
211 Hindi Mr. Abhishekh Tripathi Mahatma Gandhi Antarrashtriya Hindi

Vishvavidyalaya, Wardha
212 Hindi Mr. Niraj Varma Lovely Professional University, Punjab
213 Hindi Mr. Abhishekh Sharma Aligarh Muslim Vishwavidyalaya , Aligarh

(UP)
214

2014-15

English Mr. Prankur Arora University of Delhi, Delhi
215 English Mr .Kiran Nimrani Nirma University, Ahmedabad
216 English Mr. Saurav Sambeet Mishra Biju Patnayak University of Tech Bhubneshwar,

Odisha
217 Hindi Mr. Ath.Dayashankar Tiwari RTM Nagpur University , Nagpur
218 Hindi Mr.ShunakMukeshbhai Vyas Gujarat University, Ahmedabad
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219 Hindi Mr.Ashish Tiwari Devi Not Available
220

2015-16

English Mr. Prashant Ausula Azim Premji University, Bengaluru
221 English Ms. Gopika S. Ambedkar Law University, Chennai
222 English Mr. Prasad S. Joshi Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda,

Vadodara
223 Hindi Mr. Aniruddha Sahebrao Mahajan Sant Gadgebaba Amravati University, Amravati
224 Hindi Mr. Rahul Raj Aryan University of Delhi, Delhi
225 Hindi Mr. Shaikh Moeen Naeem North Maharashtra University , Jalgaon
226

2016-17

English Ms. Prakriti Tiwari Dharamsing Desai University , Nadiad
227 English Mr. Om Madhusudan Gudadhe G.S.College of Commerce, Wardha
228 English Mr. Siddique Hussan University of Agricultural Science , dharwad
229 Hindi Mr. Kiran Deshmukh SwamiRamanand Tirth Marathwada

Vidyapeeth, Nanded
230 Hindi Ms. Tanya Tyagi National Dairy, Research Institute (Deemed

University Karnal Haryana)
231 Hindi Shri Saket Chaudhary Jadhavpur University, Kolkata (West Bengal)
232

2017-18

English Ms.Akshaya Bajpai Banasthali University, Rajasthan
233 English Ms . Swaima Ahmad RTM Nagpur University , Nagpur
234 English Ms.Priyanka Ghildiyal H.N.B. Garhwal University Shrinagar Garhwal,

Uttarakhand
235 Hindi Ms.Trishala Pathak Vikram Uiversity ,Ujjain
236 Hindi Mr. Pritam Saurabh Sharma Gurukul Kangri Vishwavidyalaya, Haridwar
237 Hindi Mr. Nilachal Dev Sanskriti Vishwavidyalay, Haridwar
238

2018-19

Hindi Ms. Trishala Pathak Vikram University, Ujjain
239 Hindi Mr. Pratham Sharma Gurukul Kangri Vishwavidyalaya, Haridwar,

Uttarakhand
240 Hindi Mr. Nilachal Dev Sanskriti Vishwavidyalaya, Haridwar,

Uttarakhand
241 English Ms. Akhya Bajpai Banasthali Vidyapith, Rajasthan
242 English Ms. Swaima Ahmad Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University, Nagpur
243 English Ms. Priyanka Ghildiyal Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University,

Uttarakhand
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244

2019-20

English Ms. Shruti Sharma G.S.College of Commerce & Economics,
Nagpur

245 English Mr.Vaibhav Mehta Bharati Vidyapeeth ,Deemed University, Pune
246 English Ms. Juili Patwardhan Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune
247 Hindi Ms. Tooba Hayat Khan Govt P.G. College , Chhindwara
248 Hindi Mr. Aviral Dwivedi Lovely Professional University, Jalandhar
249 Hindi Mr. Mohit Surana Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
250 2020-21 Competition Not Organised due to COVID-19 Pandemic251 2021-22
252

2022-23

English Mr. Anurag Shukla Lovely Professional University, Jalandhar
253 English Mr.Sudeep Krishna Jamiamillia Islamia Univrsity , New Delhi
254 English Ms. Kalparuksha Mugalhal Karnatka Univversity, Dharwad
255 Hindi Ms Shatakshi Sanjaykumar Sharma Uttaranchal University , Dehradun
256 Hindi Mr.Vishal Kharchwal Rashtrsant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University , Nagpur
257 Hindi Mr.Vaibhav Arvindkumar Dhuriya Dr Harising Gour Vishwavidyalaya, Sagar
258

2023-24

English Mr. Lakshay Rajput Tata Institute of Social Science, Mumbai
259 English Miss. Priya Rajendrakumar Singh Banasthali Vidyapeeth, Rajasthan
260 English Miss. C. Vanlalruati Mesoram University, Aizwal
261 Hindi Ms. Shreeya Bansal University of Delhi, Delhi
262 Hindi Mr. Vishal Karchwal Rashtrsant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur

University , Nagpur
263 Hindi Ms. Anubhuti Nigam Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore
264

2024-25

English Ms. Samiksha Panda Banaras Hindu University, Banaras
265 English Mr. Om Dhok G. H. Raisoni College of Engineering, Nagpur
266 English Mr Jibin Biju Dr. NTR University of Health Sciences,

Vijaywada
267 Hindi Mr. Anant Tiwari University of Delhi, Delhi
268 Hindi Ms Sajal Jain Devi Ahilya Vishva Vidyalaya, Indore
269 Hindi Mr. Prakash Pandey Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gorakhpur University,

Gorakhpur
A Few Glimpses of Excellence
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Year:1992 Year:1996

Year:1998 Year:1999
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Reflections from the Journey: Themes and Voices through the Years
Over the past fifty years, the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition has explored a rich spectrum of
themes that reflect India’s social conscience, intellectual currents, and moral aspirations. Each edition has engaged students
with subjects that promote critical thinking, civic responsibility, and Gandhian values. From discourses on truth, non-
violence, rural reconstruction, and Satyagraha to contemporary reflections on sustainable development, youth leadership,
peacebuilding, ethical governance, and technology’s impact on society, the competition’s themes have consistently mirrored
the evolving concerns of the nation.

These themes have not only encouraged participants to undertake deep scholarly inquiry but have also inspired them to
examine their own beliefs, ideologies, and roles as responsible citizens. Many recall that their engagement with the themes
introduced them to Gandhian literature, the Sarvodaya movement, and the thought of Acharya Vinoba Bhave—often
forming the foundation of their lifelong interest in social reform, public service, or academia. The thematic journey of the
competition stands as a testament to its enduring commitment to nurturing reflective minds and principled leaders.

A Tapestry of Themes that Shaped Generations:
 1974–75

“Gandhian Approach to India’s Current Economic
Problems”

 1975–76
“Gandhian Values in Education”

 1976–77
“Gandhian Concept of Socialism”

 1977–78
“Pure Means for Noble Ends- Mahatma Gandhi”

 1978–79
“Gandhiji’s Idea About the Role of Students in
National Reconstruction”

 1979–80
“Gandhian Norms in Public Life- How Far the
Present Political Leadership in India Comes Up to
These Norms”
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• 1980–81 

“India of Gandhiji’s Dreams- How Far Are These 

Dreams Realised?” 

• 1981–82 

“Gandhiji’s Concept of Economic and 

Administrative Decentralisation and Its 

Application to Current Situation” 

• 1982–83 

“Gandhiji’s Concept of Satyagraha and the Place 

of Satyagraha in Democracy” 

• 1983–84 

• “Gandhian Approach to National Integration and 

Harmonization of Regional, Linguistic and 

Communal Aspiration” 

• 1984–85 

“How Can the Youth Be Influenced by Gandhiji’s 

Ideas and Ideals in the Present Circumstances” 

• 1985–86 

“A Radical Change in the World of Education is 

Indispensable for National Reconstruction and It 

Is Possible Only Through the Ideas and Ideals of 

Gandhiji and Vinobaji” 

• 1986–87 

“Gandhiji’s and Vinobaji’s Approach to Religion 

and Spirituality Alone Can Preserve the Unity and 

Integrity of Our Country Today” 

• 1987–88 

“In the Perspective of Gandhiji’s Ideas and Ideals 

for Rebuilding India, What We Have Gained and 

Lost During the Forty Years of Freedom and What 

Should Be the Future Direction?” 

• 1988–89 

“In the Perspective of Ideas and Ideals of Gandhiji 

and Vinobaji, the Contribution of Shri Jamnalal 

Bajaj, Bapu’s Fifth Son to the Rebuilding of India” 

• 1989–90 

“India of the 21st Century- How Far Are the Ideas 

of Gandhiji and Vinobaji Relevant to It” 

• 1990–91 

“Is the Real and Lasting Progress of the Backward 

Castes and Classes Possible Through Measures 

Like Reservation, How Far Are the Ideas of 

Gandhiji and Vinobaji Relevant in This 

Connection?” 

• 1991–92 

“To What Extent Can the Current Economic Crisis 

Be Resolved by Following Gandhiji’s 

Teachings?” 
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• 1992–93 

“Under Present Conditions in India, Gandhian 

Concept of Swadeshi Is Out of Date” 

• 1993–94 

“With the Background of the Ideas of Gandhiji 

and Vinobaji How Far the Present Liberalised 

Economic Policy of the Government of India Will 

Be Successful or Unsuccessful Eradicating the 

Poverty and Unemployment of the Country?” 

• 1994–95 

“Has Mahatma Gandhi Become Obsolete on the 

Eve of His 125th Birth Anniversary?” 

• 1995–96 

“Vinobaji’s Contribution to Humanity” 

• 1996–97 

“Achievements and Failures of India of Gandhiji’s 

Dreams on the Occasion of Golden Jubilee of Its 

Independence” 

• 1997–98 

“What Effective Measures Can Be Taken to Check 

the All-Pervading Corruption in the Country With 

the Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi and Acharya 

Vinoba Bhave?” 

• 1998–99 

“The Thoughts of Gandhi and Vinoba Regarding 

National and Regional Languages Could Not Be 

Implemented Even After 50 Years of 

Independence. Have Their Thoughts Become 

Outdated? How Far the Present Linguistic 

Problems Be Solved With Their Thoughts?” 

• 1999–2000 

“How Far Gandhi and Vinobaji’s Concept of 

Women Liberation Is Implemented in Practice” 

• 2000–01 

“Can Preaching of Gandhi–Vinoba Help India in 

Restraining the Invasion of Lustful Western 

Materialistic Culture ? How?” 

• 2001–02 

“Journalism of the Gandhian Era Versus Present 

Journalism” 

• 2002–03 

“How Far Gandhi’s and Vinobaji’s Views Are 

Relevant at Present to Control Ever Rising 

Religious Fundamentalism” 

• 2003–04 

“How Far the Present Approach to Development 
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Is Complimentary to Ideals of Gandhiji and 

Vinobaji?” 

• 2004–05 

“How Is the Current Political System Based on 

Representative Democracy Complementary or 

Hindering to the Concept of (Lokniti) 

Participatory Democracy Advocated by Gandhiji 

& Vinobaji?” 

• 2005–06 

“How Far Is It Possible to Create the Sarvodaya 

Society of Gandhi–Vinoba’s Conception Unless 

Women’s Social Status and Dignity Are 

Secured?” 

• 2006–07 

“How Far the Vision Presented by Gandhiji in the 

Hind Swaraj Is Relevant in the Present Context?” 

• 2007–08 

“Women’s Liberation - An Approach of the 

Contemporary Thinkers and Gandhi–Vinoba’s 

Special Contribution to the Concept” 

• 2008–09 

“Which Is More Rewarding for Idealistic Indian 

Society - Gandhiji’s Economy of Permanence or 

the Current Concept of Globalization? How?” 

• 2009–10 

“Today’s Youth and Gandhian Thought” 

• 2010–11 

“Is the West Declining? If So, Why? What 

Lessons Can We Learn?” 

• 2011–12 

“Corruption in India: Causes and Remedies” 

• 2012–13 

“Reforming Indian Education Perspectives, 

Issues, and Ways Forward” 

• 2013–14 

“Secularism” 

• 2014–15 

“Business & Society” 

• 2015–16 

“Government and Society” 

• 2016–17 

“What Kind of Nation Are We and What Kind Can 

We Be?” 

• 2017–18 

“Modernity and Tradition” 

• 2018–19 

“Gandhian Alternatives for Tomorrow” 



  65  
 

KBMNEC: 50 Years of Youthful & Insightful Voices 

• 2019–20 

“Individual and Society” 

• 2020–21 

Competition Not Held Due to the COVID-19 

Pandemic 

• 2021–22 

Competition Not Held Due to the COVID-19 

Pandemic  

• 2022–23 

“India @75 Society, Economy and Governance; 

Looking Back, Planning Ahead” 

• 2023–24 

“The Status and Future of Our Democracy” 

• 2024–25 

“India’s Imbalanced Development- Causes and 

Solutions” 

 

 

Reflections That Endure: Participant Experiences across Five Decades 

For fifty years, thousands of students from across India have carried home not just certificates or medals, but memories that 

shaped their character and worldview. Their feedback—gathered over the decades—reveals the profound and lasting 

influence of the competition. 

 

Participants consistently describe the competition as transformative, highlighting the discipline, research depth, and clarity 

of thought it demanded. Many recall how the rigorous preparation process helped them refine their public speaking ability 

and strengthened their confidence. The intellectual environment of Wardha, the heritage of Shiksha Mandal, and the 

exposure to Gandhian institutions left a lasting emotional imprint. 

 

Former contestants fondly recount the camaraderie among participants, interactions with academicians and social leaders, 

the warmth of hospitality extended by Shiksha Mandal, and the unique cultural programmes curated for them. For many, 

the guided visits to Sevagram Ashram, Paramdham Ashram, and other historic sites offered a deeper understanding of 

India’s freedom movement and its values. 
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Several past participants reflect that the experience was a turning point in their academic and professional journeys—

shaping careers in administration, academia, social work, and the corporate world. Even among those who did not secure a 

prize, the competition is remembered as a formative milestone that nurtured resilience, ethical grounding, and a sense of 

purpose. 

 

Collectively, these memories constitute a living archive of inspiration. They represent the voices, emotions, friendships, 

and learning experiences that have enriched the competition’s five-decade legacy—making “Reflections from the Journey: 

Themes and Voices Through the Years” not just a retrospective section, but a celebration of the human spirit that the 

Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition has elevated for half a century. 

 

 

Wardha – Heart of the Freedom Movement 

For more than a century, Wardha has occupied a place of profound national significance, shaping the course of India’s 

freedom movement and its intellectual, social, and constructive traditions. The Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National 

Elocution Competition, held annually in this historic city, is enriched by this extraordinary legacy. Wardha is not merely 

the venue for the competition—it is a living classroom of India’s moral, political, and social transformation. At Wardha 

one can still touch and feel history, in a way that is no longer possible in any other place. 

 

As the nation celebrates 50 years of this prestigious elocution competition, it is fitting to acknowledge the deep historical  

and cultural environment that has shaped generations of participants. The city’s Ashrams, institutions, and political 

landmarks have inspired countless young speakers to engage with themes related to truth, non-violence, national service, 

and constructive work. 
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Through river cleaning and groundwater development, we strengthen agriculture and village economies. 
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Wardha’s Enduring Historical Significance 

Sevagram Ashram – Gandhiji’s Home and Nerve Centre of National Movements 

Founded by Mahatma Gandhi in 1936, Sevagram Ashram became the epicentre of major national political decisions and 

social experiments. From here, Gandhiji guided the country’s freedom struggle, constructive work, promoted rural self-

reliance, and shaped national discourse on education, sanitation, health, and self-sufficiency. For students visiting Wardha, 

Sevagram remains a space of deep reflection and inspiration. 

 

Paramdham Ashram – Vinoba Bhave’s Abode of Spiritual and Social Reform 

Paramdham Ashram, associated with Acharya Vinoba Bhave, stands as a symbol of intellectual depth, moral clarity, and 

social harmony. The ashram was the birthplace of the historic Bhoodan Movement, which Vinobaji initiated in 1951, 

catalysing voluntary land donation across the nation. The environment continues to encourage inquiry, compassion, and the 

spirit of selfless service—values closely aligned with the ethos of this competition. 

 

Geetai Mandir – A Temple of Peace and Spiritual Reflection 

The Geetai Mandir, with its inscription of the entire Geetai of Vinoba on granite slabs is a unique tribute of the Bajaj family 

to Vinoba, their kulguru. It has no idol, or roof or walls and yet is a mandir! Redefines what is sacred, what is a temple, 

essentially a place of communion with God. The mandir’s serene and mind-expanding precincts can only lead to 

contemplation. It also reflects the clarity of our pre-independence thinking, which was original and deep. 

 

Laxminarayan Mandir 

Originally a private temple of the Bajaj family, it came into national consciousness in 1928 as the first temple in the country 

to be open to all communities. Jamnalalji was responding to Gandhiji’s call for removal of untouchability. Vinoba led the 

then untouchables into the temple. The Bajaj family faced social ostracism for this act, but remained undeterred. 
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Rashtra Bhasha Prachar Samiti – A Centre for Language, Literature, and National Integration 

Established with the blessings of Mahatma Gandhi, the Samiti played a pivotal role in promoting Hindi as a link language 

across India. It became a vibrant centre for literary activity, publication, translation, and adult education. Its efforts 

strengthened national unity and democratic communication—principles that find resonance in the objectives of the 

elocution competition. 

 

Gram Seva Mandal – A Hub of Rural Reconstruction 

Founded under the guidance of Jamnalal Bajaj and later nurtured by Acharya Vinoba Bhave, Gram Seva Mandal became a 

laboratory for Khadi, village industries, sustainable farming, and rural upliftment. Its work reflects the Gandhian belief in 

self-sufficient villages and equitable growth. Participants who visit Wardha get a glimpse of India’s rural development 

legacy through this institution. 

 

Wardha’s Role in Historic National Events 

Wardha has witnessed landmark episodes in India’s struggle for independence, including: 

• The drafting of the Quit India Resolution 

• Key meetings of the Congress Working Committee 

• Intellectual exchanges among Gandhi, Vinoba, Nehru, Patel, and other national leaders. 

These moments transformed Wardha into a crucible of national decision-making, shaping India’s political trajectory and 

moral compass. 

 

A Living Heritage for Young Minds 

For the thousands of students who have participated in the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition 

over five decades, Wardha has been more than a venue. It has served as an immersive experience—offering history in its 

streets, philosophy in its ashrams, and inspiration in its tranquil yet powerful spaces. The city’s legacy deepens the 

educational value of the competition and reinforces its grounding in truth, courage, and constructive citizenship. 
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Closing Section 

 

The People, Passion, and Preparation That Make the Competition Possible 

Every successful edition of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition is the result of countless hours 

of planning, coordination, and commitment. While the stage reflects eloquence, confidence, and spirited debate, the true 

foundation of this 50-year legacy rests behind the scenes—built quietly by individuals who work long before the first 

participant arrives and long after the last applause fades. 

 

The Organising Team: Architects of Excellence 

The Golden Jubilee of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition stands as a tribute to the dedication, 

discipline, and devotion of countless individuals who have shaped this event across decades. 

 

• Designing competition rules, communication, and outreach 

• Coordinating with universities and autonomous colleges across India 

• Handling registrations, screening procedures, travel support, and accommodation 

• Managing logistics—from venue preparation to hospitality 

• Ensuring fairness, transparency, and smooth conduct of all rounds 

 

Their work begins months in advance. Meetings, checklists, and detailed execution plans ensure that the competition 

evolves with time while remaining rooted in the values with which it began in 1975. 

 

Pillars of Continuity – Long-Serving Contributors to KBMNEC 

The enduring success and credibility of the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition over five decades 

would not have been possible without the unwavering commitment of individuals who have served the competition year 
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after year, often across generations of students. Their contribution represents continuity, institutional memory, and an 

abiding belief in the transformative power of dialogue and ideas.  

Over the years, several teaching and non-teaching staff members from the colleges of Shiksha Mandal have been closely 

associated with the organisation of this competition, serving on various committees—academic, screening, coordination, 

logistics, hospitality, cultural, and administration. Many among them have dedicated 15 years or more of continuous service, 

and continue to serve the institutions of Shiksha Mandal with the same sense of purpose and responsibility. 

 

Equally noteworthy are those former faculty and staff members who, during their tenure with Shiksha Mandal, rendered 25 

years or more of dedicated service to the Kamalnayan Bajaj Memorial National Elocution Competition. Even after 

retirement, their contribution continues to be remembered through the systems they built, the standards they established, 

and the values they upheld. 

 

Their role has gone far beyond routine coordination. These individuals have: 

● Preserved the ethos and discipline of the competition across decades 

● Ensured consistency in academic rigour and fairness in evaluation 

● Mentored younger committee members and student volunteers 

● Adapted the competition to changing times while safeguarding its core values 

 

This Golden Jubilee offers a fitting opportunity to place on record the names of these long-serving contributors—both those 

currently in service and those who served in earlier years—as a mark of respect, gratitude, and institutional recognition. 

 

This section is dedicated to honouring: 

● Members currently serving in Shiksha Mandal colleges who have contributed 15 years or more to KBMNEC 

committees. 

● Former faculty and staff of Shiksha Mandal who were associated with KBMNEC committees for 25 years or more. 
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Their quiet dedication, sustained commitment, and belief in the mission of this competition form the invisible backbone of 

its 50-year journey. This legacy of service stands as a reminder that enduring institutions are built not only by visionaries, 

but also by those who faithfully carry the vision forward—year after year. 

 

SHIKSHA MANDAL- 50th KAMALNAYAN BAJAJ MEMORIAL NATIONAL ELOCUTION COMPETITION 

COLLEGE WISE COMMITTEE MEMBERS LIST -UP TO JANUARY – 2026 

 

Sr. No. Name of the Member Name of the College 

Members served for more than 25 Years 

1 Prof. V.K. Jambulkar Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

2 Prof. Sanjay Dudhabhade Shrikrishnadas Jajoo Grameen Seva Mahavidyalaya, Wardha 

3 Mr. Prabhakar Kamadi Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

4 Mr. Sandip Gawande Shiksha Mandal Office, Wardha 

5 Ms. Maya Yenkar Shiksha Mandal Office, Wardha 

Member served for 15 to 25 Years 

1 
Shri. Sanjay Bhargava                          

(Chairman, Shiksha Mandal) 
Shiksha Mandal  

2 
Prof. S. V. Bavankar  

(As Co-ordinator) 
Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

3 Prof. S. S. Valake Rural Institute, Agricultural Science Course, Wardha 

4 Prof. Ravindra A. Hava Rural Institute, Agricultural Science Course, Wardha 

5 Prof. Pravin Thakare G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

6 Prof. Ninad Khule G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

7 Prof. N. V. Thakare Rural Institute, Agricultural Science Course, Wardha 
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8 Prof. Kanta Pille G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

9 Prof. K. M. Aankurkar G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

10 Prof. K. B. Barapatre Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

11 Prof. Dhiraj Ninave Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

12 Prof. Nagsen Bansod G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

13 Prof. Anupama Labhe  G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

14 Mr. Bhupendra Lohiya  Shiksha Mandal Office, Wardha 

15 Ms. Smita Gaikawad Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

16 Ms. Shalini Sarode Shiksha Mandal Office, Wardha 

17 Mr. Sunil Dahale Shiksha Mandal Office, Wardha 

18 Mr. Subhash Modankar G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

19 Mr. Sanjay Sapate Shrikrishnadas Jajoo Grameen Seva Mahavidyalaya, Wardha 

20 Mr. Sanjay Fulzale SJGSM & GSCC, Wardha 

21 Mr. Ravindra Pendam G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

22 Mr. Rajendra Dandekar Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

23 Mr. Prashant Sable Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

24 Mr. Prakash Borkar Acharya Shrimannarayan Polytechnic College, Wardha 

25 Mr. Kishor Chavhan Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

26 Mr. Gajanan Dhole Bajaj College of Science, Wardha 

27 Ms. Sunita Fulbhoge G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

28 Mr. Arun Aatram G.S. College of Commerce, Wardha 

29 Mr. Aashish Chavhan Acharya Shrimannarayan Polytechnic College, Wardha 
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Gratitude to the Hands and Hearts Behind the 50-Year Legacy 

Shiksha Mandal expresses its heartfelt appreciation to the organizing committees comprising teaching and non-teaching 

staff from all its constituent colleges, whose collective commitment ensures the seamless execution of this national event 

each year. 

The event came into being because Acharya Shriman Narayan, the builder of Shiksha Mandal and of the support of the 

Bajaj family, at first Shri Ramkrishna Bajaj and then Shri Rahul Bajaj, the Presidents of Shiksha Mandal from 1972-1995 

and 1995-2022 respectively. 

We also acknowledge the tireless efforts of: 

● The Managing Committee of Shiksha Mandal, for its guidance and vision 

● Principals and faculty coordinators of all participating institutions across India 

● Volunteers and student leaders, whose energy brings life to every session 

● Technical and administrative staff, who work quietly behind the scenes 

● Former organizers and alumni, who helped build the foundation we stand on today 

 

To every individual—past and present—who has contributed to this purposeful endeavour, we offer our sincerest thanks 

and deepest gratitude. This Golden Jubilee is a celebration of the undying spirit of the event, to which all its stakeholders 

have contributed and we believe will continue to contribute. The logo  of Shiksha Mandal is a “Samai”, a lit lamp. It is a 

light the burns fiercely for others and it will continue to do so to the end of time. 

 

 

*** 



Shiksha Mandal
Jamnalal Bajaj Marg, Civil Lines, Wardha - 442001, Maharashtra
(“A Century of Nationalistic, Value Based, Quality Education.”)


